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Na poti k opolnomočenju z zelenimi kompetencami prek 
participacije pri skupnostnem opazovanju
Towards empowerment with green competences via
participation in community observation



GreenComp (sustainability)
Competence areas and competences
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“general public engagement in 
scientific research activities when 
citizens actively contribute to 
science either with their 
intellectual effort or surrounding 
knowledge or with their tools and 
resources”

What is
Citizen Science

By Muki Haklay

Green paper on Citizen Science for Europe

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Win-win in Citizen Science

For scientists:
• Speed up scientific process: BIG data, spatio-

temporal resolution, local knowledge

For citizens and society
• citizen science democratizes knowledge 

production
• blurs the distinction and ensures better exchange 

of knowledge between science and society while
adressing societal challenges

• environmental democracy and literacy: engaging 
with as well as gathering, developing and sharing 
knowledge about one’s environment

• access to data and means to influence one’s place 
of residence

• Citizens gain better knowledge of what research 
entails and how it is conducted, something that 
over time can increase their confidence in science

time

Widening the
gap with CS



CS promotes individual and collective action 
and response to climate change 

• Sole information is not enough – need of hands-on 
experience and primary data -> observations

”Tell me, and I‘ll forget.
Show me, and I may remember.
Involve me, and I will understand“

• Bridging the gap between local knowledge
(and observation) with global scientific
evidence (seeing ones role in the big 
picture)



Why would people
participate?

https://doi.org/10.1080/
09640568.2020.1853507

https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2020.1853507


Population vs.s individual 
Shift in paradigm in environmental crowd sensing devices



Example: community sensing
• Citizens observatory
• Concrete example: 
In Scotland, a sensor 

device was installed at 
school yard ->raised
awareness of air 
quality and the links to 
transport









Observing the growft of sunflowers



Observing 
different 

pollinators



Community



Table 2. Summary of volunteer motivations

Study circles and Citizen Science



Take home message:
Try it out, it will benefit everyone

johanna.robinson@acs.si
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